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URGENT CALL FOR ACTION 
FOR THE KETTLE-GRANBY GRIZZLY BEARS
Valhalla Wilderness Society (VWS) calls on you to speak up for the threatened Kettle-Granby grizzly bears before next Friday (22 January 2016). VWS has been working with local concerned groups, including the Friends and Residents of North Fork, to save this small semi-isolated population of about 80 grizzly bears for the past 25 years. In 2007, partly in recognition of the need to protect core wilderness of high habitat value for these grizzly bears, the province established the Granby and Gladstone provincial parks. Despite this important conservation initiative, the province has tragically allowed accelerated road-building and clearcut logging of critical grizzly habitat and movement corridors between and around these protected areas. Unless the widespread logging is stopped, these southern dry land grizzlies are doomed. Much of this threat today is from BC Timber Sales (BCTS), owned by the province of BC.

Right now in the Kettle-Granby grizzly bear’s fractured range which includes the two parks and runs north to Highway 6 and south to the US border and east to west from the Arrow Lakes to the Kettle River, BCTS is seeking public input regarding proposed logging in Cannon Creek area. The latter is one of the few remaining road-free areas in the grizzly bears’ range now left between the two parks (Operating Plan 11: https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/ftp/TKO/external/!publish/FSP/FSP-2011-2016/Arrow-Boundary-FSP/Operating%20Plan%20%2311%20Boundary/). Alarmingly, BCTS’s operating plan includes building 80 kilometres of new roads and over 50 new clearcuts several of which exceed the maximum block size of 40 hectares. This proposed logging would take place right up to the western boundary of the Gladstone Park and thereby fragment the intact buffer area and movement corridor around the park such that the grizzly bears will likely not survive for another decade. 
Scientists agree that high road densities are detrimental to grizzly bears because of the mortality from traffic collisions, illegal kills by poachers, and grizzly bears simply abandoning high quality habitats due to human disturbance. Road density should be no greater than 0.6 kilometre of road for every square kilometre of forest as recommended in the government approved regulation Order (GAR 8-373) intended to protect and conserve the Kettle-Granby grizzly bears. An independent study commissioned by the Friends and Residents of the North Fork and based on the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations (MFLNRO) 2012 road data shows that the province allowed road density to exceed their own 0.6 km per square kilometre guideline on a shocking 61% of the Kettle-Granby grizzly bear habitat area (Steele, 2014). Worse still, the MFLNRO, as a result of unsustainable clearcut logging, has allowed 61% of the forest it designated as “wildlife connectivity corridors” within the grizzly bears’ habitat to exceed the recommended road density. The study showed that 52 per cent of the designated connectivity corridors have a road density greater than 1.2 km per square kilometre, twice the acceptable density. The MFLNRO is therefore already violating its own Order. Logging in the Cannon Creek area will simply push this endangered grizzly bear population into extinction. 

Recently BCTS informed the Friends and Residents of the North Fork that they needed to log beetle-infected pine forests to improve grizzly bear habitat. Bear biologist Wayne McCrory wrote a letter on behalf of the Friends underscoring that BCTS was making false and misleading statements in this regard. 
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